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There are no trees, no grass, no potable water. No noth-  big, powerful, full of technology, and gozing with luxury.
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16 Davey verusth v Golhs—a seeminglyunfar match T ogbonks wor iled vith a mixture of press and digain
that it puny 22t v s DOHC  for the turbo mo-
six and a 315 horsepower [ou.cam V-8. Beore you ry ol

Snek a quick pesk uncde the 54 hood. Heavly preseurzed
like the former Group B rally-car engine with which it shared
, the

scconds and quarter-mile blasts of 15.1 at 9.3 mph), but
el about e o ot reponse “Damd impresive {3
the

manly wastegate) makes 227 horsepower at 5900 rpm and
wists out 258 pound-feet of torque at.just 1950 rpm. This tur.

o-boosted low-rpm grunt, combined with no-slip grip, il al.
low you o smoke offnew Corvette ZR-Is for the first 30 feet of
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tance of 106.0 inches, versus the BMWS 108 Tinch measurc-
ment, and the Bonz' 110.2-inch stretch. Get out the Stanley
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ter set at a fun-stealing h, bl o find
on an autobahn-bred machme‘ it probabiy of e soncorn to
the typical US.-based buyer. Factor in the super-boosted power
steering chat el ke 60s Cadllac,you ca spi he whed
with one finger” and a spongy brake pedal “that doesn't inpire
dence” and the htiest Audi corses acros a & well mean.

ing package that needs a refresher coursein reinement.
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BMW M5
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MERCEDES-BENZ 500E

Remember the AMG Hammer? That was
lose Moreodes stulfed withthe big 5. er V-5,
and bulging with fat tires, fender flares and
more a allthe contestants on *Amer-
ican Gladiators” combined. A 170-plus-mph war

'y Mercedes. However, the lessons learned by
observing that formidable machine weren't lost on the
ased manufacturer.
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In fact, the entire demeanor of the bad-boy Benz is one of
broad-shoul nfidence cloaked in the visage

oy sedan Quick but anonymous. A beter superseeper
by Serta. And that may be the 500E's
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And unlike the Audi or BMW, almost

required. You sco that new Mustang GT in the next lane? Your
bl haired gandmothe coud blow i away with no mor -
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want a bit more flash. Like five-spoke 17-inch alloys, a decklid
spoiler, a more aggressive grille, special seats—something!
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a docper front airdam, but, only the M-B cognoscenti will be
able to spot. those from The interior is standard E-
Class fare, with the usual firm seats, full analog gauges,
ideous radi conirol, and. o busy butbn-fst on th center
‘power-operate
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THE VERDICT

otwitstanding, ou long ditance
ey the Moreedes, It cr for
drtvars who wan a huciry sodan, b
with no-excuses power,” as one editor
‘summarized. Though high on our 500
wishlist are a manual gearbox, another
o d “sport” in suspension tuning,
and 2 solid dose ofvisual axcitement
Mayl 1d look ot the pricetag
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Rating wnndemble Honarablo Men:
tion awards from our judges s the Audi
Stylng interio dacig, comfor, and
the excellent Baso sound sstam gar-
nered acrose- ‘complments.
S whectarive s sysmm vy
car's major claim to fame and should be
strongly considered if you live anywhere
other than Death Valley. Areas for im-
Jiovesnt lnlod oo of i

unique automabile that delivers every-
thin i advertos serious performance
balanced, enjoyable, secure plat-
orm Whats i acking? No mach,save
for o pasenger i sirbg and puhape
astyling updat

e th qestion: Now thak the

pare for total world domination.
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